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On April 2, the Defense Ministry (Secretaria de la Defensa Nacional-SEDENA) reported eradication
of 27,459 marijuana and poppy plants covering a total area of 1,719 ha. during the month of March.
Over the same period, soldiers destroyed three clandestine airstrips, and confiscated 6,986 kg.
of packaged marijuana, 381 kg. of mairijuana and poppy seeds, 57 kg. of cocaine, four vehicles,
and 190 weapons. Forty Mexican nationals were arrested on drug charges in March. El Financiero
International reported that the government's National Banking Commission (CNB) recently
announced plans to audit currency exchange houses throughout the country in an attempt to curtail
and prevent drug money laundering. Audit activities are to be concentrated in tourism centers,
such as Cancun. Next, the Attorney General's Office (PGR) has ordered the CNB to investigate
three exchange houses in Monterrey to determine whether drug trade money laundering activities
have taken place. The investigations of Casa Monterrey, Regio and Mercado de Cambios are the
result of complaints by the US government. According to a report released April 7 by the PGR,
confiscations and drug crop eradication by PGR agents over the first quarter of the year prevented
US$12 billion worth of drugs from reaching foreign markets. Seizures of cocaine totaled 7,760 kg.,
with an estimated street value of US$776 million; marijuana, 88,716 kg., worth US$532 million; and,
opium, 4.5 kg. and heroin, 8.6 kg., combined value of US$1.8 million. The PGR report stated that that
Mexico continues to be the continent's major poppy producer. (Sources: La Jornada, 04/02/92; El
Financiero International, 04/06/92; Agence France-Presse, Spanish news service EFE, 04/07/92)
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